Selective expression of mercurial-insensitive water channel (AQP-4) gene in Hensen and Claudius cells in the rat cochlea.
We investigated the cellular localization of mercurial-insensitive water channel (MIWC) mRNA in the rat cochlea. MIWC gene expression was detected in the supporting cells in Corti's organ. The function of these supporting cells is not clear, but the results suggest that they reabsorb water and play a role in maintaining the ionic balance of inner ear fluids.